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Biography

Assistant Professor of Environmental and Applied Botany, specialising in ethnobotany and human-plant interactions
within socio-ecological systems. His research examines how local ecological knowledge, particularly related to wild
food plants and traditional foraging practices, shapes biodiversity use, resilience, and adaptation under environmental
and socio-economic change. Combining ethnographic fieldwork with quantitative ethnobotanical approaches, his work
focuses on Mediterranean and Global South contexts, contributing to debates on biocultural diversity, food systems,

and sustainability.

Research Profile and Expertise

e Ethnobotany and ethnobiology of wild food and medicinal plants

e Human-plant interactions and local ecological knowledge systems

e Biocultural diversity, resilience, and knowledge change under environmental and socio-economic pressures
e Traditional foraging practices and food heritage in Mediterranean and Global South contexts

e (Quantitative ethnobotany and cross-cultural comparative analysis

e Socio-ecological dynamics of plant use, including migration, conflict, and marginal environments

Academic Appointments

Assistant Professor
University of Gastronomic Sciences [08/2023 — current]

Assistant Professor of Environmental and Applied Botany at the University of Gastronomic Sciences, Italy.

Education

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague [10/2018 — 03/2023]

Faculty of Tropical Agrisciences, Tropical Agrobiology and Bioresource Management programme
Research Metrics (Scopus — April 2026)

407 Citations / 43 Documents / h-index 13
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Academic Recognition (Awards/Prizes)

JEET Emerging Scientist Award in Ethnobiology — Springer

[10/07/2025]

The JEET Emerging Scientist Award in Ethnobiology recognizes exceptional scientific efforts in documenting, culturally
analysing, and interpreting local communities' nature knowledge and folk medical practices heritage, especially those of
neglected groups.

International Doctoral Award - Italian Botanical Society, Italy

[12/09/2024]

| was awarded International Doctoral Award of the Italian Botanical Society 2024. The announcement occurred during the
119th Congress of the Italian Botanical Society.

Editorial Roles

Associate Editor

[05/2026 — current]

People and Nature (British Ecological Society)

Link: https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/25758314/editorial-board/associate-editors

Member of the Editorial Board

[06/2025 - current]

Ethnobotany Research and Applications

Link: https://ethnobotanyjournal.org/index.php/era/about/editorialTeam



https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/25758314/editorial-board/associate-editors
https://ethnobotanyjournal.org/index.php/era/about/editorialTeam

Member of the Editorial Board

[07/2021 - current]

Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine

Link: https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/about

Guest Editor of a Special Issue

[06/2024 — current]

Economic Botany

Link: https://link.springer.com/journal/12231/updates/27201540

Guest Editor of a Special Issue

[11/2024 - current]

Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine

Link: https://link.springer.com/collections/cbaabihgag
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43. Pieroni A, Sulaiman N, Polesny Z, SGukand R. 2022. From Sxex to Chorta: The adaptation of Maronite foraging
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https://doi.org/10.3390/plants11202693.
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Research Funding and Project Experience

e ETHCSTWIN - Reinforcing the Scientific Excellence of the Institute for Ethnopharmacological Studies and
Phytotherapy (IESP) through Twinning with Computer Science (CS) (Horizon ID 101159928)

Project member - [01/2026 — current]

o NODES I Nord Ovest Digitale e Sostenibile (Grant agreement no. ECS00000036)
Project member - [08/2023 — 12/2025]

e Ethnobotany of Neglected and Underutilized Plant Species in Tropical Agroecosystems (IGA FTZ 20223104)
Project member - [04/2022 — 12/2022]

e Increasing Productivity and Supporting the Development of Mango, Cassava and Organic Fertilizer
Value Chains in Western Province, Zambia (Czech Development Agency & Caritas)

Project member - [01/2020 — 12/2022]

e Ethnobotany of Wild and Semi-domesticated Tropical and Subtropical Plant Species (IGA FTZ 20213113)
Project member - [04/2021 — 10/2021]

e Taxonomy, Ecology and Economic Botany of Tropical Underutilized Crops (IGA FTZ 20205009)
Project member - [04/2020 — 12/2020]

e Ethnobiology of Neglected and Underutilized Tropical Plant Species (IGA FTZ 20195009)
Project member - [04/2019 — 12/2019]

¢ Identification of Promising Species of Useful Plants as New Potential Sources of Food, Medicine and Materials
through Ethnobiological Research (IGA FTZ 20185009)

Project member - [04/2018 — 12/2018]

Teaching and Supervision

Teaching

Teaching integrates interdisciplinary environmental science with experiential, field-based learning and community-
engaged approaches across undergraduate and graduate levels.

e Ecology and Biodiversity

[1% year Bachelor Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]
e Arabo-Mediterranean Food Plants and Cuisines

[1% year Bachelor Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]
e Study Trips and Fieldwork Experience

[15t year Bachelor Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]



e Herbal Teas

[2" year Bachelor Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]
e Ethnobiology and Food Scouting

[3" year Bachelor Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]
e Wild Plants, Knowledge Systems, and the Future of Food

[2" year PhD Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]
e Plants, People, and Biodiversity in Food Systems

[3™ year PhD Program - University of Gastronomic Sciences]

Past Teaching
o Applied Ethnobiology

[15t year Master Program — Faculty of Tropical Agrisciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague]
e Tuber, Oil, and Fibre Crops

[15t year Master Program — Faculty of Tropical Agrisciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague]

Supervision (already defended)

e The ecology of plant ingredients and food heritage among a diaspora community in Piedmont, Italy

[Thesis - Master Program Student - University of Gastronomic Sciences — Graduated with Cum Laude]

e Preserving river wisdom: traditional fish preservation practices along the lower Songkram river at Ban Pak
Yam, Thailand

[Thesis - Bachelor Program Student - University of Gastronomic Sciences — Graduated with Excellent assessment]

Peer-Review Activity
Ecology, Biodiversity, and Conservation Journals

e Biodiversity and Conservation

e Journal of Arid Environments

e Journal for Nature Conservation
e South African Journal of Botany
e Plant Biosystems

e Plants

e  Human Ecology

Ethnobiology, Agriculture, and Socio-Ecological Systems Journals

e Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine
e Economic Botany

e Ethnobotany Research and Applications

e Genetic Resources and Crop Evolution

e Agriculture and Human Values

Food Systems and Sustainability Journals

e npj Science of Food
e Foods



e Sustainability
e Discover Foods
e Nutrients

Health and Interdisciplinary Journals

e Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition

e Evidence-based Complementary and Alternative Medicine
e Journal of Herbal Medicine

e World

Funding and Evaluation Bodies

e The European Biodiversity Partnership (Biodiversa+)

Invited Talks (Workshops/ Events/ Lectures)

e 3rd International Gastronomy Symposium of Alto Minho — Ponte de Lima, Portugal
[04/07/2025]
Oral Presentation followed by a session discussion. Aromatic Herbs and Biocultural Resilience: Ethnobotanical Insights from
Mediterranean and Near Eastern Landscapes.

e Lecture — STHIRA - Foodwize, India

[02/06/2025]
Lecture on Reviving Indigenous Food Ingredients. STHIRA — The Sustainable Food Innovation Challenge 2025 organized by
Foodwize and UNISG is for university students in India.

e Lecture — University of Primorska, Slovenia

[12/02/2025]
Lecture. 5th Biological Evening: Ethnobiology of Wartime: The Role of Wild Plants in Food Security.

e  Workshop - Ca' Foscari University of Venice, Italy
[16/04/2024]
Oral presentation. The workshop entitled “Why is Local Ecological Knowledge Crucial for Sustainability?” was organized by
Department of Environmental Sciences, Informatics and Statistics, Ca' Foscari University of Venice.

o  Workshop —University of Turin, Italy

[04/12/2023]
Oral Presentation. The workshop entitled “Future Food Day” was organized by the University of Turin, Cuneo, Italy.

e  Workshop - VUB-ULB, Belgium

[20/01/2022]
Oral Presentation. The workshop entitled “Eating from the wild - Interdisciplinary perspectives on wild plant use and foraged
food” was organized by Brussels Institute for Advanced Studies, VUB-ULB.

Selected Conference Contributions

e Gastronomy Unexplored: Integrating Science, Art and Culture in Culinary Innovation Gastronomy
[Warsaw, Poland, 13/11/2025 - 14/11/2025]

Poster presentation; the conference was organized by The International Society for Gastronomic Sciences and Studies and
VIZJA University, Warsaw (Poland).



120" Congress of the Italian Botanical Society
[Gorizia, Italy, 03/09/2025 — 06/09/2025]
Poster oral presentation; the conference was organized by the Italian Botanical Society.

The Annual Meeting of the Society for Ethnobotany (SEB 2025)
[Prague, Czech Republic, 07/06/2025 — 12/06/2025]
Oral presentation and poster presentation; the conference was organized by the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague.

5th ESP Europe Conference
[Wageningen, The Netherlands, 18/11/2024 — 22/11/2024]
Oral presentation and poster presentation; the conference was organized by the Ecosystem Services Partnership.

119" Congress of the Italian Botanical Society
[Teramo, Italy, 11/09/2024 — 13/09/2024]
Poster oral presentation; the conference was organized by the University of Teramo.

Tropentag 2022
[Prague, Czech Republic, 14/09/2022 — 16/09/2022]
Poster presentation; the conference was organized by the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague.

2nd International Agrobiodiversity Congress
[Rome, Italy, 15/11/2021 — 18/11/2021]

Oral presentation; the congress was convened by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
CGIAR, and the Alliance of Biodiversity International and CIAT, and organized in collaboration with a wide range of partner
organizations.

Academic Service and Professional Memberships

Organized Conferences

ISGSS 2024
[Pollenzo-Turin, Italy, 26/09/2024 — 28/09/2024]

| served a member of the organizing committee and scientific committee of the congress that was organized by The
International Society for Gastronomic Sciences and Studies.

Gastronomy Unexplored: Integrating Science, Art and Culture in Culinary Innovation Gastronomy
[Warsaw, Poland, 13/11/2025 - 14/11/2025]

| served as a member of the organizing committee of the conference, that was organized by The International Society for
Gastronomic Sciences and Studies and VIZJIA University, Warsaw (Poland).

Co-organizer for “Conferences & Seminars” at the University of Gastronomic Sciences, where guest lecturers
are hosted on a weekly basis throughout the academic year.

Membership in International Organization

British Ecological Society
[01/05/2026 — current]

Ecosystem Services Partnership
[01/01/2024 - current]



e [talian Botanical Society
[01/01/2024 - current]

e The International Society for Gastronomic Sciences and Studies
[01/01/2024 — current]

e Society for Economic Botany
[01/01/2020 - current]

e ATSAF: Council for Tropical and Subtropical Agricultural Research
[01/01/2018 — current]

Methods and Technical Skills

e Ethnobotanical and ethnographic field methods (semi-structured interviews, participant observation,
ethnobotanical surveys of wild food and medicinal plants)

e Quantitative ethnobotany and cross-cultural comparative analysis, including development of ethnobotanical
indices (e.g., Botanical Ethnoknowledge Index)

e Statistical analysis of socio-ecological data (R, SPSS)

e Integration of qualitative and quantitative data in the study of human—plant interactions and knowledge
change

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Mother tongue(s): Arabic

Other language(s):

English Italian Czech

Listening C2 Reading C2 Listening B1 Reading B1 Listening B1 Reading B1
Writing  C2 Speaking C2 Writing Bl Speaking B1 Writing B1  Speaking A2
Maltese

Listening B2 Reading B2

Writing B2 Speaking B1



