
 

 

 

EPS - ERASMUS POLICY STATEMENT (OVERALL STRATEGY) 
 
- Please describe your institution's international (EU an non-EU) strategy. In your description 
please explain: how you choose your partners, in which geographical area(s), the most 
important objectives and target groups of your mobility activities (with regards to staff and 
students in first, second and third cycles, including study/training, and short cycles).  
If applicable, also explain how your institution participates in the development of 
double/multiple/joint degrees.  
 
The University of Gastronomic Sciences is the first university in the world to offer a 
multidisciplinary approach to the subject of gastronomy. The teaching method is totally original; 
alongside the classical and scientific studies, the curriculum also offers other teaching tools 
including conferences, forums, guided tasting sessions and field seminars (study trips) across five 
continents. Its goal is to create an international research and education centre for those working on 
renewing farming methods, protecting biodiversity, and building an organic relationship between 
gastronomy and agricultural science. The result is a new professional figure – the gastronome – that 
understands the connections between food production and consumption, from agriculture and 
zoology to processing and distribution to cookery and communications. Gastronomes safeguard 
society and the environment, and build food-system sustainability while acting as cultural 
interpreters between food-world communities.  
Since its creation in 2005, the University of Gastronomic Sciences established enduring 
relationships with academic and non-academic partners in EU and non-EU countries (mainly in 
North America, South America and Asia) also thanks to the connection with Slow Food 
International association (www.slowfood.com) and Terra Madre Network (www.terramadre.org). 
Partnership agreements shall meet three basic criteria: complementarity between research areas, 
innovative teaching methodology (with special regard to researching-informed teaching and action 
learning) and strong positive social impact of research activities.  
It is our ambition to consolidate the achievements reached so far and to expand our international 
contacts to other universities and research institutes having the enhancement of international 
mobility among their main goals. 
The University of Gastronomic Sciences intends to further strengthen the already strong 
international character of its academic staff and students. Our University aims to establish stronger 
relationships with other European and non-European partners in order to enhance the mobility of 
academic staff and of students enrolled in all degree and master programs for study as well as for 
traineeships. This would contribute to create a real sharing of knowledge and critical analysis on the 
subject of gastronomy and the protection of food quality. 
One of our main objectives is also to establish international agreements to participate in the 
development of double/multiple/joint degrees and Phd programs.  
 
- If applicable, please describe your institution's strategy for the organisation and 
implementation of international (EU and non-EU) cooperation projects in teaching and 
training in relation to projects implemented under the Programme.  
 



 

 

Since its creation, the University of Gastronomic Sciences has entered the academic scenario as an 
international University. As proof of the international dimension of the UNISG, more than half of 
the students (enrolled in the three-undergraduate degree, the two-graduate degree and the Master 
programs) are EU and non-EU citizens, and so are many members of the academic staff. 
The UNISG's Faculty Council devotes energies and resources to participate in European and 
international cooperation projects. The Faculty Council delegated part of the academic staff to 
support the internationalisation policy of the University, making inter-institutional agreements, 
promoting student and professor mobility and participating in international research projects.   
 
- Please explain the expected impact of your participation in the Programme on the 
modernisation of your institution (for each of the 5 priorities of the Modernisation Agenda) in 
terms of the policy objectives you intend to achieve.  
 
We strongly believe that internationalisation is an investment for the future and our university 
commits its financial resources to expand the international dimension of its research, learning and 
teaching activities.  
As a ministry-recognized private institution, private and public entities, funding bodies, private 
companies and individuals play a key role in the university ensuring the ongoing success of the 
institution, with financial and organizational contributions.  
Since its creation, the University of Gastronomic Sciences has applied the access-to-learning 
legislation to grant students in difficult circumstances total or partial exemption from university 
fees.  
The university operates a scholarship system to offer financial aid to increase the number of higher 
education graduates and to guarantee the excellence of the institution.  
The existing network of Contributing Members (www.unisg.it/en/sostenitori/contributing-members) 
and Strategic Partners (including first-rate food producers, www.unisg.it/en/sostenitori/club-dei-
partner-strategici) guaranteed the creation of funding mechanisms in support of excellence and the 
establishment of agreements for traineeships and study trips across five continents. As part of 
UNISG’s educational design, students participate in a series of study trips (for periods between 
1 and 15 days) in order to learn about a variety of food products within their environmental, 
economic, and social contexts. The purpose of these visits is to ensure a 360-degree understanding 
of gastronomy, from taste, nutritional value, and molecular composition, to the cultural and social 
knowledge that comes from direct experience within a production setting. Study trips take place 
both in Italy and other EU and non-EU countries, and provide students with the opportunity to visit 
firms, organizations, and associations and experience what they have learned during the lectures in 
classroom. We believe that study trips and traineeships could equip graduates with the knowledge 
and competences they need to succeed in high-skill occupations. 
The University of Gastronomic Sciences intends to expand its international contacts to seek to 
maintain the highest standards and to strengthen the "knowledge triangle", linking education, 
research and business.   
We strongly believe that by working multilaterally rather than unilaterally we achieve more in 
terms of teaching, research and knowledge transfer. We concentrate our energies on cultivating 
strong institutional relationships that are mutually beneficial to students, staff and to our partners. 
 
 
 


